
Woodside News

Spring is Here and the Pools Are Open
We want all of our residents to enjoy the joys of summer, but we are determined to keep trespassers off 
the property and out of the pool areas. So the first thing for you to do, if you haven’t already done so, is go 
to the Office and get your resident ID card. They will take your picture and you can pick up the card the 
following Monday. The next thing is to remember to have the ID with you when you are in the pool area. 
The Security guards are instructed to ask anybody they don’t recognize to display a valid Woodside ID, 
and to escort from the pool area anyone who doesn’t comply. 
We don’t want to nag, but maybe the best way to start the season is to remind you of all the things you can’t 
do. And point out the positive things you can do.  
• If you are under 18 you must be accompanied by an adult resident in the pool or spa. 
• Residents of a single unit may have no more than four guests (adults and/or children) at any time. 

That doesn’t mean that two people living in the same unit can have eight guests. It’s still four, and one 
of you must be at the pool with them.

• No running, shoving, pushing, or other obnoxious behavior is permitted. (That means you can’t 
throw your girlfriend in the pool, which is definitely considered obnoxious behavior.)

• Diving isn’t obnoxious but it’s dangerous, so it’s also not permitted.
• Absolutely no glass or other breakable material is allowed within the fenced pool area. Neither is food. 
• With the exception of guide dogs, pets are not allowed in any pool areas.
• No nudity is permitted in the pool area, and only clothing sold as swim wear can be worn in the 

water. No cut-offs, tank tops, or other street clothes are permitted in the pool or spa.
• Spa use may not be appropriate for anyone with certain medical conditions or body weights. Health 

officials also point out that the heat in a spa can be dangerous for pregnant women and children 
under the age of three.

• “Swim diapers” like Swimmers or Water Babies are fine, but children in regular diapers are never 
allowed in the pools or spas. 

•  You may use kickboards, snorkels, or noodles in the pools in East and Sierra. Toys or other floating 
devices are not allowed in any of the pools or spas.

The three big pool areas are open from 6am to 11pm, the satellite pools from 9am to 10pm. The main pool 
in Old Woodside is designated as a lap pool only, but the lap pool and spas in Old Woodside are available 
24 hours.  All pools are in non-smoking areas, cellphones must be used outside the pool area, and no loud 
music or noise is permitted.
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**Special Security Alert **
The bad news is that during the last ten days of March a total of 18 cars in Sierra and East were 
broken into. Five were vandalized the night of March 30 by a gang of eight young males. Law 
enforcement believes the same group also hit eight neighboring properties and did thousands of 
dollars of damage at the Maserati dealership before they got to Woodside that night.
The good news is that our Security staff interrupted them in East at 3am as they approached 
the sixth vehicle. They scattered, jumping over fences to Sierra Boulevard, but left behind some 
items, including a pellet gun, two wallets, and a purse. The Sheriff has one of them in custody, and 
expects to make additional arrests before you read this. The deputies believe one of the wallets 
belongs to a resident of a nearby property that was vandalized earlier that night. They are also 
convinced these same young men are responsible for the series of earlier break-ins at Woodside 
and in the surrounding area. 
Our guards contacted each resident that night to get an inventory of what was taken. Other than 
major damage to the five vehicles, residents reported the only significant loss was the purse and 
cash left in one car. Fortunately, no one in Woodside was injured and we do not believe these 
hoodlums will be back here. 
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Notes from the March Board Meeting
Guest Suite 2 Is getting a complete makeover and the Board 
agreed to raise the rental fee to $65 per night beginning April 7. 
The plumbing for the sink in the women’s bathroom in the Main 
Pool house was successfully re-routed, without tearing up the 
aggregate flooring, and it is now draining properly. 

The pavement seal coating project that was discontinued 
because of early rains will resume the first week of May, and 
Building 2254 will be tented for termite control the second 
week in May. Other attempts to reduce speeding on property, 
such as using speed guns and installing additional speed limit 
signs, have not been effective. The Board agreed to spend $2500 
each to have three additional speed bumps installed during the 
paving work. One will be inside the Howe Avenue gate just past 
the divide, and one will be an appropriate distance from each of 
the gates in East.

The Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee reported that 
in three meetings they covered four different focus areas and 
developed a six-point plan for maintenance and restoration 
projects. The analysis of each building would be to determine 
the needs, prioritize the work, identify the resources available, 
determine who would do the work (staff or outside contractors), 
schedule the work, and keep accurate records of what is done.  
The Board voted to approve the first two pages of that report. 
The rest of the meeting was devoted to budget concerns. The 
Board agreed to change the dates for the Budget Committee 
meetings; the Committee will now hold the first three meetings 
on April 5, 12, and 17. The rest of the discussion involved 
budget preparations. The Treasurer praised Management for 
Woodside’s accomplishments this year, but noted that we are 
over budget in areas over which we have no control. The PG&E 
rates and flood insurance premiums increased dramatically in 
this current year, and more increases are scheduled for the next. 
He warned that the Committee will almost certainly have to 
impose a dues increase or a special assessment. Homeowners 
with gas logs may also face higher costs next year.
The Board agreed to delay the April Board meeting until May 
2, the first Tuesday in May. They must approve the final budget 
for the new fiscal year, and want to give Management and the 
Budget Committee time to finish their work. The regular May 
meeting will then take place May 23 at 7pm.

During the Open Forum a resident asked if it was true that 
13 cars were broken into during the past week. The President 
confirmed it was true and said the Board was exploring possible 
solutions. The Security guards now vary their schedules and 
routes for better coverage and less predictability at night. (See 
the Security Alert elsewhere in this issue.)

An owner reported that last spring aphids on her neighbor’s tree 
dripped sap all over her balcony. Her umbrella and some patio 
cushions were destroyed and she does not want the same thing 
to happen again this year. The Manager said she has scheduled 
aphid-prevention spray for trees on the property and included 
that specific tree in this season’s treatment. The resident said 
Rule 23.3 applies only to shrubs, and she wants the tree pruned 
or removed. The President said that other rules apply to trees, 
and she would work with the resident and the tree owner to 
resolve the issue.

Another resident complained about an unsightly pile of 
sandbags in the Maintenance parking lot that interferes with cars 
moving in the lot. The Manager said it is a temporary situation. 
Maintenance is collecting the sandbags from around the 
property so they can be returned to the Sacramento Department 
of Water Resources. During the emergency Woodside staff and 
some residents quickly put the bags wherever they were needed 
and didn’t keep a record of all the locations. They want to be 
sure they have them all before they are returned. 

Someone suggested the newsletter should feature photos of 
different Security and Maintenance staff. The President suggested 
that when space is available the editor might use photos of any 
staff members who are willing. 

The Manager reported that debris has been removed from all the 
flat roofs on property and they have been cleaned.  She and some 
staff members took a class in the installation and maintenance of 
foam roofs, after which she asked for new bids for repairs of the 
many roof leaks discovered this winter. The Board approved the 
new bids and the Treasurer recommended she should schedule 
the work for mid-June. The weather should be good by then and 
payments will come from the next budget year.
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Manager’s Report

Sunday, April 23, 2017
Woodside Clubhouse

9:00am - 11:30 am

SUNDAY MORNING 
COFFEE HOUR
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A number of projects were finished in March, including a lot 
of cleanup after the water problems. The material for all those 
sandbags was provided to us by the Sacramento Department 
of Water Resources, and we are getting ready to return it. For 
now we are picking up sandbags from around the property and 
storing them in the Maintenance area. We also bought lawn 
seed to repair the areas where sandbags destroyed the grass. 
During the terrific downpour on March 21 there was a problem 
with flooding in the parking lots near 887 and 2245. Turns out 
that the canal’s vents did not open properly, and we were glad 
to find that the recent work we did on our drainage systems 
operated correctly.
All the restoration work at 2254 was completed and we have 
scheduled the termite tenting for the second week in May. We 
are also finishing up the painting at 887, which will complete 
the work on that building. We did inspections of all the 
remaining T1-11 (board and bat) buildings that have not been 
rehabbed, and we completed the carports at 891 and in front of 
the maintenance shop. 
We think the weather is settled enough now that we can 
reschedule the paving seal coating for the roads in Old 
Woodside. Resident parking will be impacted on May 1, 3, and 
5, but we will provide specifics well before the project actually 
starts. 
We have started a complete remodel of Guest Suite 2: new linens, 
lighting, and paint, as well as new tile and plumbing in the 
bathroom. It should be finished by April 7, when the rate for both 
rooms will be set at $65 per night.
We got new tires, changed the oil and tuned up the engine of 
the Maintenance work truck and the Maintenance team is glad 
to have it back in use. We will add a Woodside logo to the side, 
so that residents won’t think it’s just any old truck when it is 
parked in their area. We have also been noting trip hazards 
and sidewalks that need to be replaced on property, and have 
requested bids for that work. 
In addition to all that project oversight, the Management 
staff was extremely busy last month. They completed seven 
escrow demands, and are working hard to prepare our budget 
requirements for the next budget year. The Budget Committee 
will meet in early April, and we are getting bids for a number of 
projects so they will have real numbers to work with.



Security Summary Report for 
February 23 – March 22

Maintenance Summary Report for 
February 23 - March 22

Security Tip of the Month

Correction

Community Living

Call 911 immediately to report a fire, any kind of physical 
threat or imminent danger, or a medical emergency. 
Then call Security and let them know what is going on.

EMERGENCY
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Possible $$ saving for owners. Several months ago the Manager 
learned that our flood insurance was based on “elevation 
certifications” that may have been incorrect and/or out of date. 
The Board agreed to pay for a new elevation study and the 
results provided a sizeable discount in premiums for the current 
year. The HOA flood insurance was considerably higher this 
year because of major industry and FEMA increases, but with 
the new elevation information the premiums were lower than 
the original quotes. It will take some time to amortize the cost 
of the study, but we will benefit from lower premiums for many 
years to come. Two owners present at the March Board meeting 
reported their premiums were reduced when they took the new 
certificates to their insurance agency. The individual discounts 
were not huge, but worth the effort. If you want to get the 
elevation certificate for your specific location, email the Office 
and ask to have it mailed to you or ask when you can pick it up. 

HIDE your things, LOCK your car, TAKE your keys. Do not leave 
valuable or interesting items visible when you leave your car. The 
sight of a cell phone, laptop, or gift-wrapped package calls out to a 
thief, so don’t make it easy.

Theft 1 Suspicious Person 13
Cited Cars 108 Incident Reports 32
Car Break-Ins 3 Maintenance Emergency 8
Expired Registration 3 Violations Written 56
No Parking Sticker 11 Vehicles Towed 2
Speeding Cars 3 Install Parking Sticker 1

Stolen Cars 0 Miscellaneous Requests 76
Cellular Calls 227 Checking Pool & Gates (QR) 3261
Noise/Disturbance Complaints 11 Cars Ransacked 1

Task Orders

Shed Door 2 Landscape - Sprinklers 0
Water Problems 15 Landscape - Bushes 2
Fence Common Area 2 Landscape -Trim Ivy 2
Fencing Repair 2 Misc Repairs 15
General Maintenance 15 Patio Contrete 1
Construction General Repair 12 Paint 8
Debris General Clean up 6 Pest Control 9

Electrical Common Area 13 Roof Leaks 2
Landscape General 9 Shower Cartridge 0

More Laundry Room Issues. The biggest complaint this 
month, again, is about people who do not clean the lint screen 
after using the dryer.  Please empty the dryer vent when you 
empty the dryer. Nobody wants to deal with the debris from 
somebody else’s clothing, and it takes only a minute to do the 
right thing here. We know your time is tight and assets are 
limited, but try to do your laundry so that you leave at least one 
washer available for someone else.

Important Safety Chores for Spring: If you have a wood-
burning fireplace, have the flue cleaned this month. It will 
give you better ventilation during the summer and make for 
safer fires in the fall.  Management also recommends that you 
have your A/C system serviced annually.  If not, look in the 
A/C closet to check for signs of a leak from the condensation 
drain line. If you are in a lower unit be sure the line from the 
unit above you is properly draining into your line and not 
leaking.  Finally, check the batteries in your smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms.

Last month we reported 31 thefts in February, which was an alarming 
typo. The correct number was five, and we regret the error. The single 
theft reported above was an unlocked bicycle stolen from the owner’s 
walkway, and mysteriously returned a week later. 
Security reports also make a distinction between two types of 
automobile problems. One is Car Break-In, which is when someone 
breaks a window or uses some other force to break into a vehicle and 
steal its contents. The other is Car Ransacked, which is when someone 
steals contents from a vehicle that was left unlocked. In the above 
instances items were left in plain sight in vehicles that were broken 
into, and valuable electronics were stolen from an unlocked vehicle.
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A Special Request from Our Manager

Now that spring is here we are trying to dig out from the winter 
storms. Our Maintenance and Landscape crews are working hard 
to get things back to normal, but we need your help. I want to 
outline some projects that are definitely the owner’s responsibility, 
and ask you to do your part. 
Owners are responsible for pruning and trimming shrubbery 
on their patios and keeping their ivy off the building walls. If 
Management has to arrange for this work to be done, the owner 
will be charged.
• Trees and shrubs in patio areas may not touch buildings, 

walls, or roofs, should not exceed the height of an upstairs 
balcony, and may not overhang or make any contact with 
the balcony. They may not infringe on or block the window 
of an adjacent building. Unsightly trees or branches must 
be pruned or removed, and any planting that uplifts or 
pushes against a patio wall, fence or shed must be removed. 

• Ivy must not be allowed to grow on any part of the building 
wall. You can have ivy in your flower beds and climbing 
on your storage unit or your patio wall, but not on the 
building walls. It is up to the Maintenance and Landscape 
Staff to keep the landscape ivy under control, but owners 
are responsible for their own plantings. 

Our primary concern is that trees and shrubs can’t be allowed 
to touch the buildings, and absolutely can’t create a nuisance 
for a neighbor. We know that upstairs neighbors often like the 
shade from a patio tree, and Management has not been quick to 
enforce these rules when there is no real problem. However, the 
rains have provided growth spurts for plantings all around the 
property, and we think it is important to remind owners of their 
responsibilities and to let residents know they should alert us 
and the neighbor if there is a problem. 
The Mosquito Vector Control people tell us they have seen hatches 
earlier than usual this year, and they are predicting heavy summer 
infestations. Mosquitos can hatch in the tiniest bit of standing 
water, and it is important that you eliminate any standing water 
in your area. If you have a bird bath, install a bubbler to keep the 
water moving. They are not expensive and can be found anywhere 
the baths are sold. Birds are more attracted to moving water, and 
mosquitos aren’t. Check in your area for water standing under 
pots, in depressed areas in a flower bed, in empty pots, etc. If you 
see water standing elsewhere on the property, let the Office know 
so we can take care of it. You can email or go to our website and 
complete a Service Request Form.
Health agencies are also worried this year about an outbreak 
of West Nile Virus, which is spread by mosquitos. Crows and 
magpies are particularly susceptible to the disease, so they are 
excellent early warning sentinels for virus activity. If you see a 
bird that has been dead for less than 24-hours, please report it to 
Vector Control at 877-968-2473. 
We think the flood danger is over, and we are collecting the 
sandbags we had in different locations around the property. If 
you see any that we have missed, please email or call the Office 
and let us know. 
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Coming Events
April 22, 3pm. Make Your Home Clean and Green. The 
Prairie Godmothers will be at the Arden-Dimick Library to 
demonstrate how to keep the house clean and healthy with 
products you make yourself. Home blended cleaners are better 
for you, your pocketbook, and the environment. Learn about 
many green products that you can make in your own kitchen. 
Simple ingredients can be transformed into nontoxic laundry 
detergent, disinfectants, all-purpose cleaners, and more.

April 23, 9-11:30am.  Woodside Coffee Hour. Sonia Levine and 
Steve Campbell really raised the bar with the March event.  St. 
Patrick decorations, trivia questions, and prizes!  Plan to come 
start your Sunday morning with your friends and neighbors. We 
have a resident who has agreed to take the lead on preparations 
in April, but she is asking for one or two more volunteers. If you 
have an idea for post Easter treats and are willing to help just let 
the Office know. 

April 25. No Board Meeting. The April meeting is postponed 
until May 2, the first Tuesday in May.

April 29, 2-4:30pm. Chinese Couplets, a film at the Arden-
Dimick Library. This documentary film by Felicia Lowe is an 
epic tale spanning four generations of tenacious women that 
follows the filmmaker’s candid and touching immigration story 
about her family. The film showing will be followed by a Q&A 
with the filmmaker, who is an award-winning independent 
producer, director and writer. Her documentaries reveal the 
unique experiences of Chinese Americans while underscoring 
our common humanity. This program is part of a Library Series 
Let’s Talk About: Immigration and Californians: Community 
Conversations about Immigration. 

Swanston Park is planning a Dance Party sometime in April, 
but the date has not been set. When plans are finalized they will 
post flyers throughout the property and put the information on 
the Woodside website.  Sometime in May the Park will sponsor 
Bringing the Park to You, an event in the Woodside Clubhouse. 
We will post more info and specific dates in next month’s 
newsletter. One thing they would like to know now is whether 
any Woodside residents would be interested in classes in the 
use of smart phones, tablets, social media, etc. If you might be 
interested in such a class, leave your name, contact info, and the 
topic of interest to you with Danny Curtola, who is the recreation 
supervisor at Swanston. You can email him at  dcurtola@morpd.
com or phone 916-333-6464 ext3101. Our responses will provide 
some guidance about classes they could put on the schedule.



6  | Woodside Newsletter

 April 2017
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

1
International 
Poetry Month

Woodside Pools 
Open

2 3 4 5
Budget 
Committee 
Meeting 5pm

6
Security Meeting

7
World Health 
Day

8

9
National 
Library Week

10
Passover 
Begins at 
Sundown

11
Pink Moon

12
Budget 
Committee 
Meeting 5pm

13 14
Good Friday

Architectural 
Applications 
Due by 4pm

15

16
Easter

17
Rules Hearing 
Committee 
Meeting 6pm

18
Tax Day

19
Architectural 
Meeting

20 21 22
Meteor Showers

23
Coffee Hour 
9am-11:30am

24 25 25
New Moon

27 28
Arbor Day

29
International 
Dance Day

30 May 1 May 2
April Board 
Meeting 7pm

 

DAY

World Health
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1. If you are selling your property, you need to 
know this. Section 9.2 of the Rules and Regulations 
provides that when a Woodside property is sold 
the Architectural Committee must certify that 
any changes or modifications to the unit or to the 
exclusive common area are in compliance with the 
architectural provisions of the Association rules. That 
review process is called an “estoppel”; and the review 
and any necessary changes must be completed before 
the sale can clear escrow.
The appointments for the inspections are available 
only on Thursday, and must be scheduled a week 
in advance. The documents for your escrow cannot 
be released by the Association until we have that 
certification. I recommend that you schedule your 
estoppel inspection right after you list your property, 
so that you won’t have any nasty surprises when 
closing escrow. Neither the Committee nor the Office 
wants to be obstructionist, but it is sometimes a 
lengthy process and we want to make things as easy 
for you as possible.
2. You can arrange payment of your monthly dues 
assessment in several different ways. We recommend 
you complete a one-time ACH Application form 
that will allow a monthly electronic funds transfer 
(EFT) directly from your checking account to the 
Association. The form is available in the Office or 
on our Website at woodsidehoa.com. You won’t have 
to worry about being late or adjusting the payment 
amount if the dues change, and you can cancel the 
EFT process at any time. You can always pay by credit 
card on our website, put a check in the mail to the 
lockbox early enough that it is received by the 15th, 
or drop your check in the deposit box in the Office, 
though these methods require extra processing by 
you and the Office.
If you have any questions, give me a call at 
916-922-8469, stop by the Office, or email me at 
Bookkeeper@woodsidehoa.com. 
~ Jenelle Vandergriff
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4-12 Woodside Sierra 321 Old Woodside
9-2 Woodside Sierra 322 Old Woodside
308 Old Woodside 324 Old Woodside
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