
WOODSIDE NEWS
NOTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 

BOARD MEETING
Almost the entire open forum was devoted to a discussion 
of the rat problem on property. Several homeowners have 
been under siege, involving property damage, safety con-
cerns, and the difficulty of a solution. Residents produced 
photos, personal testimony, and recordings of rats chatter-
ing away with each other. The intruders gained a foothold 
when residents were away during the summer, and there 
was a population surge during August and September. 
Maintenance and Security are working together with 
professional exterminators, but the Construction Manager 
cautioned that that we are in an uphill battle. Residents are 
urged to keep a sharp eye out and to report any signs of 
infestation immediately. Also be on the lookout for noises 
or other signs in your attics and storage units.
Residents also asked about progress with the sprinkler 
systems, and about the wood chips that are being distrib-
uted in Old Woodside. The landscapers have ground down 
the stumps left from removed trees and are using the chips 
as an environmentally friendly ground cover. They are re-
placing ivy in several locations, and will continue to do so.  
Because transporting the chips from one Woodside section 
to another is very labor intensive, they will be used in the 
areas where they were created. So when a stump is ground 
in East, the chips produced will be distributed in East. 
The Manager reminded residents that the special assess-
ment payments are due on October 1 and will be late on 
October 15, 2018. 
She also encouraged everyone to attend the meeting with our 
County Supervisor, Susan Peters, on Thursday, October 11, at 
the Swanston Community Center at 6pm. Woodside is being 
directly impacted by the County’s homeless problems and we 
hope to get some answers from her. 
The pools will be heated through October, and on Novem-
ber 1st the staff will begin removing umbrellas and some 
pool furniture for cleaning and storage. 
The plumbing and landscaping work on the waterways in 
East is finally completed, and the end result was worth the 
wait. The landscaping is all drought resistant and the water 
in the boulder features is completely recycled.  

A long standing problem with the pool pit (the under-
ground area where working pool equipment is kept) has 
been resolved, and a pipe break in the East hot tub was 
located and repaired.
The Treasurer reported that the financial statement was 
excellent, and indicates that Woodside is in very good 
shape financially. We made the annual cash payment of 
$277,000 for our flood insurance; and all of the operating 
line items are at or under budget.  As of August 31 our 
reserve account was at $1,391,991, and the $155,000 in 
special assessments will be transferred to that account in 
November.  We have begun foreclosure proceedings on the 
only account in serious delinquency, and are working to 
resolve four other accounts that are two months behind. 
The Architectural Committee recommended approval 
for a remodel and installation of a washer/dryer at 887 #4. 
They commented on the outstanding quality of the plans 
that had been submitted for their approval. They also com-
pleted 68 estoppels in the past month. 
A member of the Landscape Committee reported they are 
reviewing new requests while still working on the back-
log of resident requests they inherited when they began 
their work almost nine months ago. Work has been done 
on tree pruning and/or removal and they are getting bids 
from arborists and landscapers for areas where they have 
agreed on a solution. They are still prioritizing work in 
several areas, but have approved the next four courtyards 
for refurbishment. 
The Bicycle Committee asked the Board to establish en-
forcement measures for riders who are not in compliance 
with the recently adopted Bicycle Etiquette recommenda-
tions.  Those recommendations do not provide for cita-
tions, but they want Security to follow up on violators. The 
original concept of the etiquette recommendations was to 
avoid adoption of more rules, and the Board deferred the 
discussion to a future meeting. 
The Security Committee reported they have reviewed a 
list of issues and developed some priorities for review and 
action. They will explore lighting issues on campus, the 
possible use of security cameras by Woodside and individ-
ual residents, improved signage, and use of better reflective 
materials for addresses on units. 
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The first item under New Business was the need for a 
recirculating pump to maintain water temperatures at 
16 units in the two buildings at 800 and 802. The water 
leaves the boiler at 130 degrees and enters the build-
ing at 120-125. However, in the short time it takes to 
reach an individual unit the temperature often drops 
as much as 30 degrees. Two different plumbing experts 
studied the problem and still can’t pinpoint the cause. 
The Board approved a bid of not more than $6500 for 
the necessary work and equipment. 

FEMA and the County Flood Control agencies are 
anxious for Woodside to move forward with a project 
to raise some buildings that have previously flood-
ed. A final decision would require approval in a vote 
from the entire HOA membership, but at this point 
the Board does not have enough information to pre-
pare any such proposal. Some questions involve the 
grant money available from both agencies. Who would 
control how it would be spent?  Would FEMA refuse 
further insurance coverage if we refuse their project? 
Would our insurance cover relocation costs for some-
one whose building is under rehab?  What happens 
if the owner of a unit refuses to have it raised? The 
issues are many, and the discussion grew quite heated. 
However, the Board agreed they would be remiss in 
their responsibilities to the membership if they do not 
continue to work with the agencies and get as much 
information as possible.

The Board received several requests to declare the Dog 
Park a no-smoking area, consistent with other com-
mon use areas on property. Any new rule requires a 
30-day notification period to the membership, during 
which time owners can lobby for or against such a rule. 
The Board directed the Committee to develop lan-
guage for such a rule, which they will put forward for 
the necessary 30-day evaluation. Courts have recently 
found that HOAs that allow smoking in common areas 
are potentially liable for nuisance claims. 

The Board was asked to approve a bid for re-seeding 
in various locations on the property. There was some 
concern about the timing, that coming rains might 
wash away the seeds before they were established; and 
members asked how the areas would be prioritized.  
After much discussion the Board approved the bid, 
with the understanding that Fernandez Landscaping, 
Management, and the Landscape Committee would 
decide the best way to move forward. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, October 23, 2018.

Bella Loves her Woodside 
community. She most enjoys 
greeting her neighbors. If they 
don’t have time for a pet she 
might give a wave. If she is 
bringing you an acorn or an 
autumn leaf you are special. If 
you see Bella out and about give 
her a wave she just might give 
you a wave back. 

PET OF THE MONTH

LEASH YOUR DOG

Unless you are in the Dog Park, your dog must be on 
leash and under control anywhere on property. If you 
use an extendable leash, please pay attention to your 
surroundings. Even a small dog is very disconcerting 
when it is suddenly jumping or snarling at someone 
who is just out walking. 

JUST FYI
Are you totally confused about the new recycling 
guidelines? We are also looking for clarification, and 
hope to have a clear statement for you in the next issue. 
What we know for certain is that all paper products 
must be clean and dry. (No cheezy pizza box tops, no 
sticky ice cream cartons, etc.) Almost no type of filmy 
plastic is acceptable in the recycle bin, and when in 
doubt put it in the regular trash. We have always relied 
on the number inside the small triangle on a plastic 
container, and in the past anything up to a five was 
okay. No more. Now it’s ones and twos, and only ones 
and twos. We will give you more information as we get 
it, so watch this space.

******
You also asked about the Woodside Directory, and said 
you would like to see photos of the Maintenance and 
Security staff. Thanks for your feedback. We are still 
looking to settle on a format that gives you good infor-
mation and keeps newsletter costs down. We also like 
the staff photos, and plan to have them in the Novem-
ber issue.  
     The Editors 
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MANAGER’S REPORT
Steve Spann, our new Construction Manager, has been 
here less than a month and from the first day he had 
to deal with one catastrophe after another. Finalizing 
contractor projects, equipment failures, rat infesta-
tions, pipe breaks, pot holes, etc. He quickly got a good 
insight into the property and its problems, and we 
hope to get a lot of important work done in the next 
few months. 
But this is now the end of summer, and I want to let 
you know where we’ve been, what we’ve done, where 
we are, and, with Steve’s support, where we are going.  
Completed projects are:
•	Siding replacement at Buildings 617, 653, 633, 843, 

and Laundry Room 1, 
•	Flooring replacement at all the Laundry Rooms, 
•	Replacement of all balconies at 843, as well as those 

at 2200 #10, 617 #4, and 633 #2 and #4, 
•	Total replacement of roofs at 633 and 843, 
•	Painted the exteriors at 617, 633, 653, 843, and 

Laundry Rooms 1 and 6.
We are in the process of replacing the siding at the East 
Pool House and painting and making fence repairs at 
various places around the property. 
Upcoming Contractor Projects and their Costs are:
•	Roofs at 653 Sierra, including materials and labor - 

$24,300
•	Roofs at the Clubhouse, including materials and 

labor - $12,400
•	Roof at the East Pool House - $ pending
•	Carport #4, including materials and labor - $23, 944
•	Stucco at 898 #3 - $2972
•	Concrete flat work and curbs around the property - 

$ pending
•	Siding at 841 - $ pending 2019
•	Siding on the Clubhouse - $ pending 2019

Our Office staff, Cindy Arroyo and Soanne Walker, 
have settled in and they did a great job with our end 
of the year accounting and management projects. The 
Wednesday afternoon closings give us a chance to con-
centrate on complicated projects, but we still answer an 
average of 100 telephone calls a day!  

PROPOSED NEW RULE
In response to multiple requests, the Board proposed 
a rule to forbid smoking at the Dog Park. The official 
30-day notification period began September 26, 2018, 
and the rule will be adopted or rejected at the October 
Board meeting. Courts have recently found that HOAs 
must be prudent in the control of nuisance activities, 
specifically smoking in common areas. If you want to 
share your opinion with the Board, you can drop off 
a written statement at the office, or send an email to 
office@woodsidehoa.com.

SAVE THE DATE
Susan Peters, our County Supervisor, is hosting a 
community meeting at Swanston Community Center 
on Thursday, October 11 at 6pm. A discussion about 
the county’s homeless problem is on the agenda, and 
Woodside residents are encouraged to attend.

OCTOBER 12 DEADLINE
The next election for Board Members will be January 
8, 2019, but candidates must file the brief question-
naire/application by 6pm on October 12, 2018. There 
are three positions up for election, each for a two-
year term. Applications are available on our website 
or at the Office.

O c t o b e r  1 3 t h  a t  6 p m
i n  t h e  c a r d  r o o m  •  Mu s t  RSVP  to  the  of f ice .

Nineteen Twenties Speakeasy Murder Mystery 

C O C K T A I L  P A R T Y !

In other Management issues, Comcast should begin 
their property inspection and cleanup on October 3. 
The resident who was causing chaos on the property 
has been removed and will not return. Christopher 
Pitcher has volunteered to help us update the Wood-
side website to make it easier to access reports, the 
newsletter, and other documents. We also added new 
photos of the property to the website as a reference for 
future buyers and renters. 
    Adrianna Nand, CCAM
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

30
Shmini 
Atzerat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 
Columbus 
Day

9
New Moon

10 11 12
Freethought 
Day

13

14 15 
Rules  
Committee 
6pm

16 
World Food 
Day

17
Architectural 
Committee 
6pm

18
Security 
Committee 
6pm

19 20

21 
Meteor 
Showers

22 23 24 
Hunter’s 
Moon

25 26 27

28/4 
Nov 4 is fall 
back time 
change

29 30 
Swanston Park 
Halloween 
costume party 
6-8

31
Halloween

1
All Saint’s Day 
Day of the Dead

2 3

Saturday Yoga will now be in the Card Room at 10:30 am


